
Giftival 2016 
Santos, Brazil 
 

WHAT TO BRING: 

 

- Towels and bedsheets 

- Rain gear 

- Appropriate walking shoes for different situations (boots, 

tennis shoes, flip-flops or sandals etc.) 

- Appropriate clothing for physical work and for swimming 

- A coat 

- Clothing for the celebration party 

- Sun block and a hat 

- Insect repellent 

- Camera, if you have one 

- Personal Hygiene Products (soap, toothbrush, toothpaste) 

- Musical instruments 

- Medications 

 

HEALTH: 

 

Please let us know if you have any allergies or medical or 

dietary restrictions or requirements. It is important to inform 

us if you take some medication regularly. Do not forget to 

bring the medication of your preference for headaches, 

stomachache and flu.  

 

In terms of the Zika Virus, we have been advised that the best 

thing to do is check with your local/regional public health 

institution for advice. We are not authorized to make 

recommendations of this type.  

 

VISA REQUIREMENTS (for foreigners): 

 

Passports must be valid for at least six months from your date 

of entry and must have at least two blank pages. Visas are 



required for tourists of some nationalities; others will 

receive one upon entry.  Visas are generally valid for 90 days, 

with the possibility of one extension of up to 90 days.  It is 

your responsibility to check the visa requirements for your 

nationality and apply – even if you think you are exempt, visa 

rules often change, so please double check the information. 

 

CULTURE: 

 

The diversity of the group is very important to us.  Thus we 

invite you to bring some sort of cultural expression from where 

you come from to share with the group - Musical instruments you 

play, food or snacks you would like to offer, traditional 

clothing, accessories, etc.   

 

Instructions and tips 
Traveling to Santos 
ACCOMMODATIONS: 

All the rooms have a bathroom and are equipped with a shower 

with hot water, a ceiling fan, 3 single beds and a small space 

to put away your belongings.  The rooms are shared and the 

number of people per room may vary between 2 or 3 people of the 

same sex. 

 

Wireless Internet will be available on the ground floor of the 

building for free. 

 

The electricity in Santos is 220~240V. Remember this when 

plugging in your electric appliances.  

 

HOW TO GET TO THE MEETING POINT: 

Coming from Guarulhos International Airport: 

Take a bus with following bus companies: 

- Viação Cometa: www.viacaocometa.com.br OR 

- Personal Bus: www.personalbus.com.br 

The bus takes 2 to 3 hours to arrive in Santos.  



 

Coming from Congonhas Airport:  

- Santos Congonhas www.santoscongonhas.com.br OR 

- Personal Bus www.personalbus.com.br 

The bus takes 1 to 2 hours to arrive in Santos.  

 

If you get off at the Rodoviaria de Santos (Bus Station), you 

can either walk to the accommodations or take a taxi, which 

will cost you around R$10,00.  Even though it is within walking 

distance of the bus station, it is safer to take a taxi because 

you will be carrying your luggage, which attracts more risks of 

being robbed. To get a taxi go to the entrance of the bus 

station or call 0800 148687 or 0800 141313. 

 

Instructions and tips  
In Santos 
WEATHER CONDITIONS IN SANTOS: 

It will be spring in Santos so the weather will be warm with 

possibilities of very hot days; the temperatures can reach 20° 

to 35° Celsius. Yet the way Santos is situated it still 

receives quite some rain every now and than, it’s hard to 

predict. So we advise you to bring clothing for warm weather 

and rainy weather. 

 

There are no special cultural restrictions on what to wear. 

Nevertheless, given the nature of our relationships with the 

surrounding communities it helps to use discreet attire (no 

fancy clothes or clothes that will expose too much of your 

body, no valuable jewelry, etc.).  

 

We will likely do activities in and around the communities 

where host organization Elos works and our group will be 

noticed. These precautions will make it easier to approach 

people and avoid the creation of stereotypes about who we are. 

 

PRECAUTIONS: 



Santos is a lively, friendly and touristic city that offers 

immense opportunities for learning, experimentation and 

enjoyment.  To make the best of this experience and avoid 

problems, some commonsense precautions are needed. Apart from 

not walking alone along dark streets at night you should 

especially keep a good eye on your valuables such as your 

passport, money, wallet, cell phone and cameras. Your hosts, 

the Elos Team, will be available throughout the program to give 

you tips on where to go, and what to watch out for. 

Be aware that Elos cannot take responsibility for your 

belongings while you are in Santos. 

	  


